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Information management –

Information exchange –

GAW World Data Centres

GCOS Data Centres

Global Run-off Data Centre

Global Precip. Climat. 
Centre

IRI and other climate 

research institutes

Universities

Regional Climate Centres

International Organizations 
(IAEA, CTBTO, UNEP, FAO.. )

Commercial 

Service Providers

World Radiation Centre

Regional Instrument 

Centres

WMO World 

Data Centres

common procedures; real-time and non-real time services

few standard data formats; coordinated metadata and catalogues 

Real-time “push”

On-demand “pull”
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http://gcmd.nasa.gov/Aboutus/
http://www.w3.org/People/Berners-Lee/ShortHistory
http://www.gsdi.org/SDILinks.asp
http://idn.ceos.org/
http://www.earthobservations.org/
http://www.earthobservations.org/docs/RFI_GEOSS_Clearinghouse_13.10.2006.pdf
http://www.earthobservations.org/docs/RFI_GEOSS_WebPortal_24.01.2007.pdf
http://www.ecmwf.int/research/EU_projects/HALO/workshops.html
http://www.earthobservations.org/progress/GEONETCast.html
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Cha Ca (grilled minced  fish) 
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Hanoi, one of the most charming cities in Southeast Asia, has been the capital of Vietnam for al-
most one thousand years and is celebrated as the cultural center of Vietnam.  Hanoi is a city of 
shaded boulevards and open parks with a French colonial feel.  It lies on the bank of the Red River 
Delta.  In 1831 King Minh Mang named the city.  Ha means “river” and Noi means “within”; therefore 
Ha Noi indicates the city is within the river.   

Hanoi’s population is growing and represents the major metropolitan area of Northern Vietnam and 
the country’s political centre.   The Temple of Literature; One Pillar Pagoda; Flag Tower of Hanoi; 
The Old Quarter; and Hoan Kiem are among the most frequently visited sites.   There are also many 
museums, including the Vietnamese National History Museum, the National Museum of Ethnology, 
the National Museum of Fine Arts and the Revolution Museum.  West Lake is a popular place for 
people to enjoy. It is the largest lake in the city, and there are several temples to visit in the area. 
There are small boats for hire, and a floating restaurant, which has been operating for a couple of 
decades. 

The climate here is typical for northern Vietnam, where summers are hot and humid, and winters 
are relatively cool and dry.  The summer months from May to September receive the majority of 
rainfall in the year. 

The people of the city are known to be considerate and polite, with modesty and consideration of 
others a high priority in their culture. Hanoi is responsible for much of the country's talents in arts 
and education.   

The city’s appearance has changed significantly, especially in recent years. Infrastructure is con-
stantly being upgraded, with new roads and an improved public transportation system. Though 
some artifacts have not survived through wars and time, Hanoi is a city with intriguing cultural and 
historical monuments for both visitors and residents. 

by Christy Chiddo (GCMD Intern) 
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